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 “If you are generous with the hungry and start giving yourselves to the down-

and-out, your lives will begin to glow in the darkness, your shadowed lives will 

be bathed in sunlight.” (The Message)   Isaiah 58:10 

Perilous & Restless Times 

July 2016 has arrived. I sit in reflection with a deep sigh.  This is not a sigh of 
apathy, uncertainty, or tiredness, but a sigh of the times.  I, like many of you 
may sit quietly as we look around.  Here, in my calm, I let out a sigh applicable 
to the current state of our culture and society. Most of us already know and 
recognize through current events that the world faces perilous and restless 
times. This last month alone has seen tradegy and crisis that leave us in shock 
and disbelief.  On June 12, the Orlando tragedy stunned many and shocked 
our nation yet again.  Many continue to search for answers, comfort and 
healing in the face of tragic events that overwhelm with uncertainty, fear, and 
sadness.  In crisis ministries, the statistics are startling. Clint Jenkins, Vice 
President of the The Barna Group (an organzation offering research on the 
cultural and religious trends of our day) talks about the post-crisis aftermath 
that rippled from 911 and the Boston Bombing that now is playing out post-
Orlando.  He notes, “In the face of such tragedy, there is a responsibility on the 
Christian community to step forward. “Faith provides us with a view of the world 
that actually makes sense of incomprehensible trauma — not only making 
sense of tragedy, but also providing comfort. We know that future tragedies will 
come — whether it’s a terrorist attack, a school shooting, or another war. What 
faith leaders can do today is establish their relationships and credibility that will 
enable them to be a source of comfort in the future.” 

Restless People  

In light of the above, I want to now share with you my take on “restless people.”  
It’s true.  Our culture sees plenty of them.  They reside in and among perilous 
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Current Events 

|IN REMEMBRANCE 

Castle Island Memorial 
Boston June 23rd  10-Noon 

Prayer for Victims of Orlando  

Friends, First-Responders & 
Prayer teams welcomed to 
bring members to join in prayer 
for love and compassion to 
those aiding Orlando, Fla 

 

|Summer Outreach  
Volunteer opportunities! Venues 
of outpouring of  “being in 
Christ” targeted toward “doing 
for others.”  SIGN Up for: 

 - Health & Care Ministries 

-  Nursing Home Teams 

-  Inmate Initiative 2016 

-  Homeless Aid 

-  Food/Soup Kitchen Helpers 

 - Visitation Volunteers 

- Eucharistic Ministers 

 

| Open House Support 
Family Day Kayak Cookout 
Saturday, July 9th   1-5pm  

Guest host & leader will bring 
the Word to a day of refreshing 
at Morses’ Pond, Wellesley MA  

July 2016 



times and restless days and we encounter them daily.  They may be seen among the mounting homeless dilemma, possibly 
the mentally-ill, residing (in rain, shine or snow) along the highways and bi-ways lacking hospital care.  They may be 
statistics themselves, helpless victims, or others resulting from self-inflicted harm. But the restless people I intend to 
highlight and call upon here are the unsung heroes among us. Some may be clergy, pastors, chaplains, Christians, or other 
care providers among us.  Yes. It may be you and many others you know who are restless – not because of fear, 
uncertainty, or lack of purpose, but because we will not hold our peace or let God rest until His divine purposes are 
accomplished in and through us.  And what are those purposes?  He calls many to minister healing, love, belonging, 
comfort, and certainty amidst these perilous days.  The Bible in Isaiah 62:6-7 reads,  

“I’ve posted watchmen on your walls, Jerusalem. Day and night they keep at it, praying, calling out, rem inding GOD to 
remember. They are to give him (God) no peace until He does what He said, until He makes Jerusalem famous as the City 
of Praise” (The Message). 

God said, “They should not hold their peace.” There is much to do and with this daunting task comes a precious reminder. 
We cannot lose hope, grow weary of well-doing, or simply sigh with bewilderment. No! We are God’s people. We watch, 
take action, care, and respond with compassion and truth. We will be faithful to His promises. We are the “restless men and 
women” who will not keep silent.  We have a God who listens, loves, and is more than able to partner with us in victory.  
What to do?  We can pray. We can comfort. We can assist, care, and love a generation in restless times bringing them ever 
closer and into deeper relationship with a God who cares. He holds finality in His hands and the eternal word is His justice.  
Today, may we be encouraged.  Look around you.  God says to these watchmen, “Keep after Me.” 

Will you join with us in memorial? There will be a time of prayer as well as a time of silence observed in light of those 

who lost life and wellness relating to the recent Orlando shooting.  This remembrance is for the many affected by our 

perilous times, along with a time of thankfulness lifted for the many first-responders present and post-crisis teams willing to 

bring aid and compassion to many. In conclusion, we are God’s people and we have a choice.  When in times of 

discouragement or outrage, worn out, or run down by our own individual worlds of struggle, we are a people who care, 

empowered by a God who loves one and all greatly.  May we continue to bring help, hope and wellness to those as we love 

and live out God’s hope daily.  Isaiah 58:10 encourages all: “If you are generous with the hungry and start giving yourselves 

to the down-and-out, your lives will begin to glow in the darkness, your shadowed lives will be bathed in sunlight.”  

By Rev. Loretta Iannicelli  
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